ﬁ,Ebenezer
Bible Fellowship Church

Board of Elders Meeting
March 17, 2014

Opening & Prayer
Senior Pastor Tim Gibson opened the meeting.

Roll Call
The following elders were present: Wayne Batten, Dick Bickings, Andy Brimer, Mark Culton, Tim Gibson,
Scott Holwick, and Shawn Sommons. Byron Roth was excused absent.

Devotion & Prayer

Pastor Tim led the elders in a devotional about “God-Centered Ministry.” This includes a High View of
God, a High View of Scripture, the Correct View of the Church’s Purpose, the Correct View of Man’s
Sinful Nature, and Godly Qualified Leadership. The elders then shared some prayer requests and spent
time in prayer.

Approval of Minutes
Motion was made to approve the minutes from the February 10, 2014 Board of Elders meeting,
seconded and passed.

Financial Report

Andy Brimer reviewed the financial report (Attachment 1). Income was a bit light again, but we are in a
decent place now. Expenses were right where they should be. A motion was made to approve it. This
was seconded and passed.

Discussion Items:

1. Missions and Evangelism Conference — The elders discussed how the conference went -
specifically how it was tied to the vision of EBFC, how effective the speakers were, the cost of
the conference, and how attendance was. While we were very happy with the actual program,
we believe that attendance was disappointing and we desire to see that improve next year. We
want to lead the congregation to see how vital it is to focus on the gospel and be equipped for
sharing the good news.

2. Worship Conference — There was a request for 2 of our worship leaders to attend a worship
leader conference in July. A motion was made to approve it. This was seconded and passed.

3. Jessie Seneca Request — Jessie Seneca requested to use Ebenezer for a teaching opportunity
with the plans to videotape the teaching and use it for her ministry. This was approved by the
elders.

4. Service Streaming — We continue to meet and discuss the possibilities and plans for how we
could utilize streaming of our Sunday morning services. The discussion is now beginning to
include people who should be part of the conversation if it is to move forward; i.e. property
committee, worship committee, deacons, etc...




5. Discipline and Membership — The elders discussed a family that is being lovingly led through
church discipline.

6. Thankfulness from Clement Family — The Clement family gave a letter to the Ebenezer elder
board thanking our church for all that has been done over the years to help their family and care
for their needs. They praise God that they have a church family that loves them.

Pastoral Reports:

The pastors submitted their monthly reports and summarized them for the elders:
1. Tim Gibson, Senior Pastor {(Attachment 2)
2. Dick Bickings, Pastor of Discipleship (Attachment 3)
3. Mark Culton, Pastor of Youth (Attachment 4)

Adjournment & Prayer
The meeting was closed in prayer and adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

i

Mark Culton
Secretary to the Board of Elders



March 17, 2014

To:
From:

Subject:

Whrshmcns

Board of Elders

Andy Brimer, Treasurer

Financial Report for March 2014

Attached you will find the following for the March 2014 Financial Report:

e February Financial Statement

e February YTD Financial Statement

e Graphical representation of:

1.

3.

4.

Income compared to projected budget
Expenses compared to projected budget
Income trends in relation to expense trends

Asset trends

In reviewing the financial statements | would like to make the following comments:

K

¢ Total income for February was 87% of the budgeted forecast while the YTD income was 81% of
the budgeted forecast. Giving is continues to be a bit lower than anticipated.

¢ Expenses for February were 96% of the budgeted forecast while the YTD expenses were 93% of

the budgeted forecast.



safifiqery jusiin) [ejo
SUOISSI JaWWNg YInoA - S16
VdH - 716

usipliyp syl lo4 uny - 216
S|ENIOOY pUJ JBBA - |16
siuswiaroidwi| |euded - Zos

SINNODJV ALINIGVIT HdIHLO

pund oIsniy - 806

pun4 eousjoasusqg - /06
asiwiold ylled - G06

pun4 diyse|oyes - 06
pund uoneuodsues] - €06
pung Buipiing - 106

SANN4 d31vNoiIs3d

05°999°'¢ 08'615°L 0€'98L'y
000 000 000
086le- 08'6l¢ 000
000 000 000
000 000 000
000 000 000
000 000 000
oeveg'l 000 0e'ves'L
00°S0¢- 00002’ 00'666
00'¥8¢ 000 00'¥8¢
00°0C 000 00°02
00'es6 000 00'es6
19N asuadx3j awoou|
L0'LSY'e- 1£°905'GL- 8¢LS6'Le-
000 000 000
LO'LSY'O- 1€°906'GL- 8€'LS6°LZ-
9v'560'V- 06'6LS'v6  vY'ver‘o6
/6°78G'G- £8'TOC0S 98'6.9tY
00'sec- 00'S.¢C 00°0¥%
ce'Ls- ¥8'S6Z°| AN a2 Al
L'6.G- 00'G88 65°50¢
G9'659'9 05219 GLziE el
09'861°L- 00'szL'0z  0v'9Ze'sl
00°'G.¢- 00's/c 000
1862~ €1L2eST 9£'86Z'L
vp'LG2'Ll-  00°6SL'CL  95°/68°0L
£5°9¥S'0L- 69°CLO'6L  90°.9P'89
000 /1'¥80°) /1°980°)
0008 000 0005
L2162 z6Cs €lyoe
v/ /88'0L- 06968/ 9/°896'09
aouelep 32bpng Aienugag

awosuf JoN
*$]100Yy U9aM]oq Jdjsuel] pund loN
awioouy AieuipiQ 19N

asuadx3 |ejol
uonesuadwiod - Q00LL
aien |euonyefaibuo)d - 0000L

U{WIPY 8 ®OO - 0006
diusJiopn - 0008
uooesd - 000,
SUOISSIN - 0009
wsiebueaz - 0005
dyseidiosia - 000E
soueUlH |eJsusD) - 000Z
sosuadxgy

awioau| |ejol

esn Bpig @ S04 - 0061

s|eowa| - 00/}

1sa19U| - 0¥}

sylo / sbuuisyo - 0011
awioouy

IVNLOV "SA 139dN4g - NN TVH3INIO

J9i4nsealj

8jeQ

Ly
8L'8vZ'lZ- Z86¥8'PY9 9 L09'LLY
8€°/66°LZ- 9¥'/26'8LS  0OL'0.6'96¥
000 08'8/8'/0y- 08'8.8'.0p-
8€°/S6°LZ-  06°6¥8'v- 82'1.08'9C-
000 8196916  81'959°LE6
08'062°'G-  $£'226'GZL  PSLE90Z)
00°0 00°0 000
000 000 000
08°'062°'G-  v£226'6ZL  PSLEY0ZL
16692 856219 60°'66£'0
000 €601 £2°501
08'6L¢- 000002 02°089'9
000 1L0'808 L0°808
000 91L08t'8 oL08t'8
000 0z v. 0Zv.
0EvE8’L 82'9/.'¢l 85°0L9°GL
00'50Z- 6999/t 69196t
00'¥8¢ 05'65.'L 0S'€PL'e
0002 00 €Y 00'€9
ig'ozz's- 000 18'92Z's-
00°€56 616,628 61Z2E6'€8
gL'8yZ'iz- Zgeb8'vy9  $9'L09'/L9
gL'8¥Z'/Z- Z96P8'YY9  v9L09'/LY
000 19°G/E'S L9°G/E'S
96°9 £5°/89'06 67 76906
66'92¢ 6y PEL L9 8y Lo L9
€1'285'22- €12S9'Ll8r  00°0.0'vSh

abueyo ¢ plL-uer-Le  pL-994-8Z

ALIND3 ® SILINIGVIT TV10L
Ayunb3 rejoi

Aynb3 |eg Buiuedo - 0001

awooUu| jJoN

sbuluieg paulelsy - 006
AlIND3

sanyfiqery je3ol
saniger] wie) BuoT [ejol
sbebpol - 018

sepljIqel] wus | buo

salyjIqerT Juaung |ejol
soliliger (joihed - 001
SUOISSIA JBUILUNG YINCA - GL6B
VYH - ¥L6

ULJpIIYY 8yl Jogj uny - ZL6
S|BNJIOOY PUT JBSA - L6

pund oIsni\ - 806

pun4 sousjoAsuag - /06
asiwold yyed - 506

pund diysiejoyos - 06
pun4 uoneuodsuel] - £06
sjuawisacidw| |eyide) - Z06

pung Buipiing - 106
sanjiqer Jusiind

S3LLmgviIi

S13SSV V10l

sbuineg/bunjoayn jejol

(Mueg | eIN) Bupiosyd - LO0OBL

(Mueg 19IA) sBuiAes - 00061

(LaNX) sA0 - 2008L

(LaNM) Bunosyd - 00081
sbuines/bunjoayy) - syassy
S13Issv

133HS 3ONVIVE

ININILVLS TVIONVNIL Y102 A¥VNEE3d - HOYNHD dIHSMOT134 371919 ¥323N393



saljljiqelT jualind jejol
SUOISSI)\ JaWWNS YINOA - 616
YyH - 716

usipiyp 8yl Jo4 uny - 216
S[ENIOOY pug JesA - |16
sjuaweaoLdw [eude)d - Zos

S1INNOOJV ALITIAVI1 ¥3HLO

pund oSNy - 806

pun4 adusjoAsuag - /08
asiwold UHed - 506

pun4 diysieloyos - 06
pun4 uoneuodsuel] - €06
pund Buipjing - 108

SANN4d d31vNoisdd

26°865°'GL-  29'1E£2°08 0g'ecLsl
000 Q00 000
0Z'089°'9 0g8'6le 00°000°L
000591~ 00°008'L 00°0G1
000 000 000
000 000 000
9N asuadx3y awoosu|
00'sC 000 00'sc
gC6lZ'e 0Ly oc'eer'e
00'08lL'sZ- 0000Z'/2 00'020'C
Q0'9cy Q0'e6l 00'vC9
oo'sy 000 oo'sy
00'9¢8'L 000 00'9e8’lL
J°oN ww:maxm [IWoau|
vi'ell'oT-  vihve- 82°108°9Z-
00°000'Z 000 00'000°2
viL'siL'el-  vive- 82°L08'61-
%E6 pL¥eS0L-  2S190°85L  86°9L9°Lpl
%838 60'6G5 L L- L1°00L'00) CTO'IvS'ss
%LL 00'sep- 00°¢Cs 0006
%96 0E¥0lL- 89°'L¥9°C 8e'/€G6'C
%G €169 0008} 18'v69
%.LSL 8€'¥Z8 L 96'6v9'cl YeEViV' LT
%1L6 1S ¥/8'L- 00'6/9'02 6t°008'8L
%0 00°0G1L- 00°00g 00°0S1L
%vS ¥5'85¢'C- 1/56280'S €0¥cl'e
%cC6 GG'ZS0'L- 00°ZLL'EL S p99'ZL
%18 88°/61°0¢- 81°.20'8G1L 0£°698°LZL
%001 000 ye'891°C $£'891°C
V/IN 000 000 00°0S
%6.C 0c'L9oc casidl 70 L0V
%08 80'69F'0E- 00€LL'GSL TB'EPZ'STL
alA ©9a8% Qouelep 3obpng dlA a4

swioouf 3aN
*§100y U99MJ( Jajsuel] pun IoN
swioouf AeutpaQ 3aN

asuadx3 |ejol
uonesuadwo) - 000LL
a4eQ |euonebeibuo) - Q000L

ulwpY % 00 - 0006
diysiopA - 0008
uodeaq - 000.L
suolssI - 0009
wsi|aBueAs - 000S
diyse|diosiq - 000E
aoueUlH [BISUSD - 0002
asuadxgy

awoouj [e30]

asn Bpigd / 09 - 0061

S[eUowsa| - 00/ L

}saled| - 00

syio / sBulieyo - 0011
awoouf

VALV "sSA 139dN8 - ANNd TvE3INIO

aleq

Jainseal)

¥8°2/8°LS-  8V'6.¥'699 ¥9'109°LL9
82 .08'9Z- 8£///'€ZS 01°0.6°96F
000 08'8/8'/0¥- 08'8/8'/0¥-
85918 99'€z9'/z- 82°L08'92-
99°€Z9'/2- $0082'656 81'959°LE6
96°020°6Z- 0L°Z0L°s¥lL g LE9‘0Cl
000 000 00°0
000 000 000
96°020'6Z- 0L°Z0l°S¥lL S LE£9‘0ZL
£T'Sr9- ZEYro'L 60'66E'Q
000 €50l €/'501
020899 000 02°089'9
00°0S9' L- L0'8S¥'C 10’808
000 91°087'8 91'08¥'8
00'sZ oz 6% ozyL
A XA 0E'lBE'EL  850L9'GL
0008L'GZ- 69L¥E'0E 6919y
00'9zp 0S /LI 0S'erlC
00°S¥ 008l 00°€9
18'92Z'8- 000 18'922'8-
0098’ 6196028  61°2ER'E8
v¥8°2/8°L5-  8Y'6LV'699 ¥9'L09°LLY
¥8°218°16- 8¥6.P'699 ¥9L09°LLY
000 196/8'S 19°6/¢'s
99t 1 £8'6/9'06 6V'¥69'06
66'92¢ BY¥EL'L9 8P LoV’ /9
6P'612'25- 6¥'682'90S 00°0.0'vSy
abueysn ¢ £1-23@-1¢  ¥1-934-92

ALINO3 ® s31LNigvI1 V10l
Aynb3 jejo

fynb3 [eg Buedo - 0004

awoosu| 32N

sBunwe] pauelsy - 006
Allno3

sepjIqer] jejo.l
sepiliqer] wae] BuoT [ejol
abeBLop - 018

saniiqer] uuaj buoy

sanyiqer juaLnd [ejol
sanigqer ||oihed - 001
wco_ww:\,_ \_wrcc.:)w UInoA - WFO
YHH - 716
usJpIyD 8y Jo4 uny - 216
S|enJodY puj Jes ) - 116
pun4 oisniy - 806
pund aous|onsuag - 106
8sIwold YHeS - S06
pun4 diysiejoyos - ¥06
pun4 uonepodsues] - €06
w“_.cmrcm>o._QE_ _Nu_QmO - 208
pund Buiping - 106

saniiqel Jua.Ln)

s3LMavn

$138SV V10l

sBuineg/Bupjoay) |ejo

(ueg 13IN) Buosyd - LO06L

(queg 1BN) sBuines - 0D0O6 L

(LaNM) sdo - zoosl

(LENY) Buptoayd - 0008}
sBuines/Bunioay) - syjassy
S138SSV

133HS IONVIVE

INJWILVLS TVIONVNIA #102 ALA AMVYNHE3d - HOYNHD dIHSMOT134 371819 ¥3Z3aN3g3



28 AON 100 ides Bny Anp sunp Aeyy udy Jey ge4 uer

S19ssY ¥10¢

298 AON 100 1des bny Anp sunp Aeyy udy Jtey ged uep

awoou| = 1abpng swoou|m

3198png SA dawodu| $T0Z

00°000°009%
00°000'609%
00°000°0+9$
00°000°619%
00°000°029%
00°000'629%
00°000'0£9%
00°000'G€9%
00°000°'0¥9%
00°000°6¥9%
00°000°059%

-$
00°000°0}+$
00°000°02$
00°000'0€$
00°000'0%$
00°000'05$
00°000'09%

00°000°0L$
00°000'08%

00°000'06$

00°000°00+$

osuadx3 m 196png asuedx3 m

99 AON 100 1ideg Bny Anp eunp Aey iy el

198png sA sasuadx3 ¥T0¢

L

-$
00°000°01$
00°000°02$
00°000'0€$
00°000°0v$
00°000°05$
00°000°09$
00°000'02$
00°000°08$
00°000°06$
00°000°00+$

e

uep

-
— 00°000°02$
- 00°000°07$

- 00°000'09%

00°000°08$

00°000°00+$

asuadx] m

Bwoou| m

sasuadx3y SA dwodu| 102

00°000'021$



///&/}W i |

Pastor Tim’s Ministry Report
March 17,2014

Studying & Preaching: We are faithfully continuing through the heart of the book of Hebrews in a
series I've entitled the “Superior Ministry of Jesus.” While this section is a portion of Scripture that
is very “Old Testament” in nature, it has been rich and shows us the continuity and unity of the
Bible. The commitment to the power and authority of Scripture motivates us to preach the whole
counsel of God. Ibelieve that these portions of Scripture will help us as God’s people have a greater
appreciation for God’s plan of salvation that He foreshadowed in the OT and fulfilled in the NT in
Jesus and the New Covenant that He established. These passages are certainly for the more mature.

LEAD Men's Leadership Training: We just finished John MacArthur’s book, Ashamed of the
Gospel. We established that a biblical philosophy of ministry is only established by allowing 5 areas
to dictate or govern “how” we do ministry:

High View of

God Correct View God-Centered Ministry
of Man’s Sinful

Ideas & questions High View of el Glory to God
Faithful 1
that determine how - Scripture ‘ Clejllr C(tlns(i(i):ni:e

( oy n
we do ministry? Godly Dependent Upon God

Correct Viey  Qualified Faithfulness to Scripture
oktha Leadership God produced results

Church’s
Purpose

We are now moving into the study of Alexander Strauch’s book, Biblical Eldership & Deaconship.
We will be studying specifically who the Elder is and what His role is in the Church (& Deacon).

Worship Ministries: (From Jennie Flicker)

The Missions and Evangelism Conference proved to be a challenge in many areas, but overall,
we were able to get all of the work done and all of the holes filled. We will most likely do some
things differently next time so that things run more smoothly on our end. I need to either
delegate more responsibility or slim down what we're committed to doing. I'm confident that
we couldn’t have pulled the worship part of the conference off without Heather Hunsberger’s
help. I'm so grateful for how she does what she does so well. Most of our focus in the next few
weeks is preparing for worship during the Easter season. Scheduling special music pieces,
trying to find the best way to minister during our weeks at Fellowship Manor, and looking
ahead to the next Student Choir pieces will also be a focus.

Counseling: I have been counseling several people in the issue of God’s sovereignty. Election is a
difficult thing to grasp. I have spent quality time going through the Scripture with several. A few
are receptive while others are open to what we believe is clear in Scripture concerning the
sovereign election of God’s people (Romans 9). I have also begun premarital counseling for two
couples over a 10-week period.

Kinship Group: We are continually have a great time bonding and praying together.
Wednesday Night Bible Study/Prayer Meeting: We continue to study through the book of

Matthew. Prayer time is wonderful. Attendance is picking up.



Missions & Evangelism Conference: I spent a great deal of time helping the missions committee
organize and plan for this event. The event was broken up into 2 weekends, the first having a
missions emphasis, while the second an evangelism emphasis. The theme of the week was
“Carrying the great Light.” Keith Strunk & Andy Barnes did a fabulous job preaching from both the
OT and NT giving us a rationale for missions on the first Sunday. Missionaries throughout the week
were also very encouraging. | was personally disappointed in the Church’s attendance of the
missions prayer meeting on Wednesday night. Art Reyes did a fabulous job sharing his vision in the
Baha Peninsula.

The evangelism portion of the conference began on Friday and went through Sunday. Attendance
was very poor on Friday night and Saturday morning, However, the ones who came were sure to be
encouraged and equipped for personal evangelism. Mark Spence & Matt Shackelford from Los
Angeles, Ca. did a great job.

6000 tickets were handed out to different universities in the area to promote Mark Spence’s lecture
on “Can God Exist?” which dealt with the issue of evil and God'’s existence (Sat night). 2500 tickets
were personally handed out at Lehigh University where the event took place at Packard
Auditorium. Several within our congregation helped distribute the tickets and were extremely
encouraged and blessed. The event was streamed live to our website. The streamed video
production has had over 2200 viewings to date. There were only about 150 students at the event,
but it proved to be an effective event. Mark Spence from “Living Waters” did an incredible job
lecturing for over an hour. There was one particular young man who has shown interest in being
saved. He attended the service the following Sunday.

Overall, I am pleased with the missions and evangelism conference. 1 am however disappointed in
our church’s participation. While many were blessed, I felt like there should have been a better
turnout. [ am not certain about the reason for the lack of participation. Some have said that we did
not advertise enough. Others have said that our congregation is simply not used to events like this.
I can only hope that the lack of attendance is not an indication of coldness of heart.

It is a joy to serve at Ebenezer Bible Fellowship Church. My prayer is that the Word of God would
continue to build up God'’s children and call out those in darkness that they may receive the
forgiveness of sins.

Serving Christ,
Pastor Tim Gibson
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- POD (Pastor of Discipleship) Report - Feb/Mar 2014

| read recently in Exodus 29, the following words, referring to the tabernacle...

“There | will meet with the people of Israel, and it shall be sanctified by my glory. | will consecrate the tent of meeting
and the altar. Aaron also and his sons | will consecrate to serve me as priests. | will dwell among the people of Israel
and will be their God.And they shall know that | am the Lord their God, who brought them out of the land of Egypt
that | might dwell among them. | am the Lord their God.” (Exodus 29:43-46, ESV)

My take away from this portion is the same with so many portions of scripture and that is God is passionate for His
glory, and that is revealed in his relationship with his people. He is our God and we are his people...people that have
been sanctified by his glory, that display his radiance, his holiness, his presence before the pagans of this world. “Oh,
Lord, please help my to properly reflect your glory wherever | go and whatever | do. Amen.”

With that in mind, here is a quick summary of some of the ministry opportunities from February/March 2014:

Kids Crossing

e Cross Time Sunday School: Praise the Lord, He has raised up a teacher for our 4 yr-old - K class, (even
months). Please continue to pray for a teacher for Ist & 2nd grade class (odd months).

e Early Childhood (2&3 year-olds): Continuing to go well for both services and Sunday School.

e Children’s Church: The Gospel Project curriculum worship segment continues to work well for
Children’s Church.

e Wednesday Evening Programs: Our Awana program is currently running around 65 kids. It is very
exciting to see kids learning and reciting scripture and listening intently to the bible teaching done by our
elders, who are teaching a number of doctrinal topics. Please pray that the Lord would send us the
necessary volunteers, and that the scriptures the children are learning may richly dwell in them!

o VBS 2014: We are making a curriculum change this year to LifeWay (since we use LifeWay for Sunday
School: The Gospel Project). The theme this year is “Agency D3 - Trace it back to the facts! The evidence is
clear. The proof is all right here! Discover, decide, and defend the truth about who Jesus really is.”” Carol
Burress and Vicki Cowley are hard it work on the details. We also will be doing a outreach version to the
community, probably in South Bethlehem, with Mark & Jen Culton and the teens.

Student Ministry
¢ See Pastor Mark’s report.

Adult Ministry
e Adult Electives: Our winter/spring semester of Adult Electives is in full swing with three classes being

offered and about 150 people attending. . .the classes offered are as follows:
0 The book of Acts (Part 2) — Rich Mastronardo
0 The book of John - Mike Capaldi
0 The book of joshua — Pastor Dick Bickings.

Please pray that the Lord would send forth some new adult elective teachers so that we may offer a variety
of subjects, and give the current teachers a break. Ve currently only have 5 teachers.

e Men’s Ministry:

0 Bethel Series: Praise the Lord, the program is going very well...between all three classes we have
around 45 students.

o Men’s Bible Studies/Prayer:
» Tuesday mornings from 6:15 AM — 8:00 AM, Men’s prayer time with 3-4 men attending.



» Thursday mornings from 6:15 AM — 7:30 AM, This early morning bible study group will be
starting a new study on Ezra & Nehemiah on 3/20/14.

Women’s Ministry: Here is an update from Laura...

“We are in the middle of the Gideon study and it should finish up around the first or second week of April.
Feminine Appeal class will begin on March 27th and run for about 7 weeks. | actually hope to have some
other ladies help to lead that class, based on the particular week of study.

Summer study will begin on June 19th. | am partnering with Jessie Seneca and More of Him ministries for
this study. She is also promoting this on web page. We are doing “Sacred Secrets” by Beth Moore and it will
end the last week of July.

We are planning a ladies event for May 10th from |1-Ipm.This will be Blessings and Brunch. We have a
couple of ladies signed up to share with us that day. This will fall on Mother’s day weekend and it is for all
ages.

Met with Laurie Gill and hoping to have her join WM to help with a mentoring program /discipleship possibly
alongside of Lisa Pyles.

Praising God for salvation with one of our MOPS mothers. This was a wonderful night. Lisa Pyles or myself
will be helping with her discipleship.

Plans are coming together for “Grace Again” conference in the fall. This will be a mother and or Mother/
daughter day. God is really working out the details for this and | am excited about what God is going to do.

I also done a lot of visiting with ladies lately , and that has kept me very busy as well’

Discipleship Support

Kinship: We praise the Lord for the 14 groups with 173 adults and 89 kids involved, and a variety of bible
study topics.

Evangelism/Outreach:

Mission/Evangelism Conference Prep: Worked with Jason Lee and his team on the technical details
needed for streaming the Mark Spence, “Can God Exist?” lecture from Lehigh University to EBFC. A big
thank you and Praise the Lord for Jason’s efforts and technical expertise to make this a huge success!

VBS Community Outreach Prep: As stated above, plans have begun for a community-centered
outreach VBS. We are targeting the South Bethlehem area and are currently working on those details. Mark
and Jen Culton will be heading up this endeavor, with the youth, planned for july 14-18,2014.

BattleZone at Northampton County Prison: This ministry is currently on hold in order to catch up
on other discipleship ministries.

GROW Ministry: This ministry to visitors and shut-ins is in the planning stages and will begin with a one
day training event on April 26, 2014, from 12:00-4:00 PM, and then look at implementing program by June
2014. We won't to use the Kinship Groups as the catalyst for this program, since the teams and leadership
are already in place.

Other:

Continued to meet with several families and men to counsel and encourage
Helped in Awana as a T&T Leader

Helped in MOPS as the |'2- 212 year-old class leader

Taught Bethel OT class on Saturday mornings

Taught Joshua Class on Sunday mornings for Adult Electives



e Continuing in Greek |, TNARS seminary course, which is a part of my BS501 Biblical Languages course, as
time permits.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dick Bickings,
Pastor of Discipleship
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“Count it all joy., my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds for you know that the
testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that

you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.”

James 1:2-4, ESV

It has been very interesting how God has aligned our studies in Sunday School and high
school youth group with life events for me recently. Our study of James has included several
lessons on suffering, while this was also the topic in sunday school. Having just lost my
brother, I found much that resonated with my heart, and my prayer is that the lessons were an
overflow of what God is teaching me. In addition, we had the news last week of the sudden
death of Josh Allen, and so that has tied in to these lessons.

God in his wisdom ordains even the curriculum order and teaching schedules so that
our hearts are taught what it is He desires at the time He desires it. This has been a reminder
again to me how God does all things well.

My prayer is that our students are prepared for suffering, whenever it does come into
their life. James says count it all joy “when” not “if” you meet trials. Let us pray that as God
tests our faith through trials, He also produces steadfastness in our hearts, which will bring us
to maturity and Christ-likeness.

Teaching

e Middle School
Back in the Core Truth curriculum, where we have begun a mini-series on The Holy
Spirit.
e High School
Our James study is under way, and it seems to be very practical so far.
¢ Sunday School
We are using the curriculum “The Gospel Project”.
e Awana
Had the blessing of teaching the Awana kids.

Shepherding
e Had a great Student Leadership time at the end of the month.

Staff

e We had our bi-monthly staff meeting which was a blessing.

Activities
e Ken Ham/Bill Nye Debate - This was a great night where we saw adults, teens and



Other

whole families come together and watch this clash of world-views. I believe it was
beneficial and it created discussions for our students that were helpful. It was really
obvious how much a Biblical worldview and a worldview void of God stand at odds
with one another.

Long Neck Valentine’s Banquet Weekend - We had the opportunity to go down to
New Life Bible Fellowship Church and serve them by preparing and serving a meal for
their people. This was a huge opportunity for outreach, and approximately 30 people
came who were outside the church. Amen!

Grabbed breakfast with a youth pastor from a local church in the area.

The ministry to the Lehigh wrestling team has been going well, with a short Bible study
every Thursday and opportunities for counseling those days as well.

Had our quarterly BOYYA meeting

Had a nice meeting with the youth leader from Grace Bible Fellowship in Nazareth
Met with the other BFC youth pastors for our monthly breakfast. Always a great time.

Respectfully Submitted,
Mark Culton



